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Each year we take a moment to reflect on our  
progress over the last twelve months. Although found-
ed in 1913 as the Columbus and Franklin County 
Council of Camp Fire Girls, this year Camp Wyandot 
Inc, celebrates 88 years as an Ohio nonprofit corpora-
tion and owner of Camp Wyandot in the Hocking Hills. 
2016 marks three years as an independent nonprofit  
organization.  Although it has been a time of  
repositioning and change, our core reasons for  
existence has remained the same.  It is critically  
important that we reflect on our mission and goals and 
that we continue to navigate our changing world to 
ensure we uphold them.

Our Mission  
Camp Wyandot provides an inclusive nurturing  
environment for youth to have fun, make friends, serve 
others, and explore the great outdoors. Through our 
overnight and day camps, Explorer Clubs and special 
events youth learn critically important life skills that 
equip them to better deal with the increasingly com-
plex world around them. Consider that today the aver-
age radius of play for kids is 500 feet. This fact alone 
illustrates a form of deprivation—less time and access 
to the natural world, less opportunity to see friends in 
person, and fewer chances to explore, be challenged, 
and be curious about new surroundings. In a world 
increasingly dominated by smart phones, tablets and 
video games, Camp Wyandot’s overall goal is to 

provide quality experiences that build competencies 
and create positive life-long memories in safe and 
supportive environments.  

Camp Wyandot not only gives young people  
opportunities to connect but for alumni to reconnect. 
Over 142 people attended and/or volunteered at our 
Annual Luncheon in November. They enjoyed  
catching up and participated in the silent auction and 
heard about how they can support Camp Wyandot 
today. Approximately 80 attended the alumni weekend 
and others made visits to camp to attend council fires.  
Reconnecting brings back memories and reminds 
one of the benefits their experiences have had on 
their lives. In 2015 many Camp Wyandot friends and 
alumni’s made charitable contributions to Camp  
Wyandot as endowments, memorial funds and/or 
donations to help the camp experience touch a child’s 
life through a campership. 

Our new Board Chair is Nichole Braun, Academic 
Advisor/Adjunct Instructor at CSCC. Congratulations, 
Nichole! We are very grateful for the leadership of 
our Board of Directors and the contributions of all our 
donors, volunteers and supporters. Because of you, 
Camp Wyandot, Inc. is growing and continuing...

        Continued on page 2

Another Year of Creating Memories

In Memoriam 2015-2016

Words cannot express our appreciation for the many years of dedication and  
service these Wyandot family members have provided us.

Norma Lee Bender, long time Camp Fire leader and Wyandot parent, friend, and 
contributor.

Bobbie Grawemeyer, former camper and a long time supporter of Camp Wyandot. 

Jean Flauhaus, our former Camp Fire bookkeeper.

Mario “Joe” Dusi, our beloved Camp Wyandot Caretaker from 1956-1961. 

Tom Markworth, a long time supporter and friend of Camp Wyandot who was an 
enormous help during our disaffiliation from Camp Fire.
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...to enrich the social, emotional and physical devel-
opment of children and youth.

This year there are challenges and rewards for those 
of us who are responsible for making Camp Wyandot 
operate effectively.
 
Camp Wyandot Day Camp
Over 448 campers attended day camp at Highbanks 
Metropolitan Park in 2015. This summer we are going 
to pilot a day camp that serves the area and many 
commuters around the Hocking and Fairfield County 
areas. The Camp Wyandot Day Camp will be held 
at the overnight camp in the Hocking Hills for the six 
weeks that the camp is operating the summer over-
night program. Campers will range in age from 6 to 
12 (Entering 1st-7th grades). Campers will have their 
own separate program and base for operation but will 
be able to participate in all the activities Camp  
Wyandot has to offer. We will continue to have a Weal 
program for a small number of teens, aged 13-15(En-
tering 8th-10th grades). Please check the website for 
more information if you know of someone that might 
want to attend. 

As you may know we were unable to use Highbanks 
or find a site in the Columbus area for a day camp 
this summer but will continue to work with the Metro-
politan Parks and other organizations for planning the 
summer of 2017. We welcome any ideas you might 
have for next year when we may operate more than 
one day camp.

Camp Wyandot Overnight Camp
The summer of 2015 Camp Wyandot overnight camp 
ran six sessions serving over 470 campers. Last sum-
mer camp went through an American Camp  
Association Accreditation visit. This means that camp 
Wyandot cares enough to undergo a thorough (up to 
300 standards) review of its operation — from staff 
qualifications and training to emergency manage-
ment. Camp Wyandot has been an ACA Accredited 
camp for many years and we are proud to say Camp 
Wyandot continues to be accredited.

With growing pains, aging facilities and new regula-
tions there were some necessary facility changes that 

need to be made at camp. A new water tower was in-
stalled above Egypt last year.  The Health Department 
is requiring repairs to be made to the pool including a 
new 6ft chain link fence and major cement repair to 
the deck. Thanks to a Summer Camp Maintenance 
Grant from the Columbus Foundation those repairs 
will be made this spring. 

Kiowa has been a favorite unit for teens since 1968. 
New roofs have been completed on the Kiowa Tree-
houses and kitchen shelter.  We are grateful for a 
grant from the Harry Moores Foundation and to JF 
Baker Roofing for donating the labor. New roofs have 
also been completed on two other cabins. An addition 
to the Cook’s cabin was completed with a donation of 
materials and labor from an alumni member, Sandy 
Clapp. Our gratitude for a functioning camp office 
and sleeping quarters. This spring she and a group of 
friends are going to be adding a small addition to the 
Khru bathhouse on the boy’s side. We are still work-
ing on plans and securing resources to move ahead 
on the remodeling of Egypt by starting with a much 
needed addition to the boys side. 

Thanks to a trust Jeanene Dixon established in her 
will we are able to complete some needed repairs to 
several buildings each year. This summer we are do-
ing some remodeling of the Hislop Lodge (Dining Hall) 
kitchen. 

Last year we had a very rainy summer and Lake 
Atagahi continued to fill in with silt and is about half 
of the size of the original lake. In October a hole was 
discovered in the bottom of lake. We have consulted 
a number of experts and are working on a plan to plug 
the hole, dredge the edges and install an aeration 
system that will over several years deepen and clear 
the lake. We are working on donations and possible 
grants for the project so hopefully we can continue to 
have our boating program and Friday night serenades 
across the lake.

We hope you will join us for a 4th of July family cel-
ebration and/or the weekend of August 19-21 for the 
Alumni Weekend. It is time to relive and create new 
memories with Camp Wyandot.  

Connie Coutellier
Acting Executive Director and Camp Director

Wish List
As we prepare for the upcoming season, we have a number of items on our wish list. 
please visit our website for a full list or to make a donation.



Camp Wyandot, Inc is a part of both  
Kroger Community Rewards and Amazon Smile. If 
you designate us as your charitable orginazation, we 
receive rewards every time you shop! 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you 
to support your favorite charitable organization every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low 
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping ex-
perience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to 
your favorite charitable  
organization.

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.
com), you need to select a charitable organization to 
receive donations from eligible purchases before you 
begin shopping. Amazon will remember your selec-
tion, and then every eligible purchase you make at 
Amazon Smile will result in a donation. Just search 
“Camp Wyandot” and choose us as your charitable 
organization! 

With Kroger Community Rewards you can help 
fund-raise with the swipe of a card! Each time you 
shop at Kroger, you can earn Camp Wyandot, Inc 
money, through their Community Rewards program.

Do you already have a Kroger Plus Card? Log-in if 
you’ve done this on their website before (remember 
to do this once a year!), or Enroll to create an online 
account using your existing card information.

–Once you are enrolled online, go to “My Account.”
–Under “Account Settings,” scroll down and click 
“Community Rewards”
–Enter “83511” for our council’s code. Click next to 
our name. Scroll down and click “Save”.

Spread the word! Let’s get some kids to camp!

(You won’t lose any of the rewards you receive as a shop-
per by using this program! And you must sign up online 
once a year! If you have done this in the past, you will need 
to renew your preferences!!! Don’t miss the chance to help 
Camp Wyandot, Inc… make sure you are enrolled!)

National Volunteer Week is  
April 10-16, 2016

Camp Wyandot would like to thank our volunteer Board of  
Directors and all of our volunteers who have given their precious 
time to help at or promote our programs and events, our day and 
overnight camps or the office.

A special thanks to Wyandot Explorer Leaders: Ingrid Biery, Emily 
Bruskotter, Missy Donovan, Alice Foeller, Lisa Graham, Diane 
Meves, Connie Warren, and Sara Schaefer Graves.

Thank you to all of our fantastic volunteers for your passion and 
dedication to our organization!

What can you do to observe National Volunteer Week?
• Volunteer with one of our Work Weekends, camp, or club 

programs and events
• Serve on the Nominating, Luncheon, or Alumni Committees
• Promote Camp Wyandot’s summer camps and programs to 

friends, family and colleagues.

Contact the office today to see how you can make a difference! 
You can also sign up on our website to be a volunteer! For more 
information on our volunteer opportunities, please contact us at 
614.481.8227 or info@campwyandot.org

Cost Free Ways to Give Back to Camp Wyandot!
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2016  
Board of Directors

Nichole Braun, 
Board Chair

Jessica Pierfelice, 
Vice Chair

Deborah Weber,
Secretary

Kathy Petrucci, 
Treasurer 

 
Alice Foeller 

Richard Graweymeyer
Sue Lavitchka
Allen Singer

Victoria Stephenson
Susan Tilgner



Upcoming Camp Wyandot Events

Spring Work Weekend 
April 22-24, 2016 

Outdoor Skills Day 
April 30, 2016 

Summer Camp Open House
May 1, 2016 

Alumni Weekend - Everyone is invited! 
August 19-21, 2016 

Fall Work Weekend 
September 9-11, 2016 

Halloween in the Hills 
October 15-16, 2016

Fall Fun Day
November 5, 2016

12th Annual Luncheon 
November 12, 2016

     Visit Camp Wyandot! 

Family Celebration Camp 
We offer a special program for your whole family right in the heart of Overnight Camp season! Your family will 
enjoy scheduled camp activities and stay in your own cabin. In addition, you will get to attend our Fourth of 
July Celebration! More information can be found on our website!

Renting at Camp Wyandot
Our beautiful camp in the Hocking Hills is available for rent! Water is available from April through October and 
our specialty cabins have electricity and heat if you are interested in winter camping! We can provide meals 
for groups in the dining hall as well as nature programs, swimming, and canoeing. Contact the office for rates 
or to make a reservation. A day visit to Camp Wyandot is $3 per person, but free for current members. If you 
would like to drop by for a day hike or just take a walk down memory lane at camp, remember to notify us in 
advance by calling the office at 614.481.8227.

Camp Wyandot, Inc 
1890 Northwest Blvd, Suite 130 
Columbus, OH 43212

Phone: 614.481.8227 
Fax: 614.481.8229 
Email: info@campwyandot.org 
Visit us on the web! www.campwyandot.org

There are Many Ways to  
Connect with Camp Wyandot!

 
Sign up on our website to register as part of our 
alumni network to receive our monthly online news 
blast via email.

Join the Alumnni Committee and help organize 
activities and events. Become a member of Camp  
Wyandot, Inc and receive free day-time access 
to Camp Wyandot (reservations must be made in 
advance), ability to vote on Board Members,  
members of the nominating committee, and other 
important issues. 

Register as a member on our website or by call-
ing the office. Membership is open to all adults 18 
years or older. Annual memberships are $25 for an  
individual and $45 for a family.

You can also follow Camp Wyandot on social 
media! Look us up on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter!

Camp Wyandot, Inc  
Staff 

 
Connie Coutellier, 

Acting Executive Director/ 
Summer Camp Director 

Sara Schaefer Graves,
Program Coordinator/ 

Office Manager

Charles Woodrum,
Facilities manager


