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Important Dates: 

Camp Otonwe Day Camp 

(June17-August 16) 

Camp Wyandot Overnight 

Camp (June 23-July 27) 

Alumni Weekend at Camp 

Wyandot (August 16-18) 

Member Meeting 

(September 12, 

Grandview Heights Li-

brary) 

Fall Fun Day (September 

14, Highbanks Metro 

Park) 

Annual Luncheon ( Satur-

day, November 9, Villa 

Milano)  
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In April of 2011, we were notified by the 
national headquarters of Camp Fire that we 
needed to resolve our past due charter 
fees.  All councils are required to pay char-
ter fees to national to remain a council.  The 
fees are calculated as 5% of a council’s 
total expense with some adjustments.  We 
had not paid our fees since 2008 and owed 
about $90,000 in fees and interest.  We 
had not paid our fees because national did 
not demand payment and because we did 

not have the cash to pay them. 

In April of 2012, we received a promissory 
note from national resolving our debt to 
them.  Terms of the notes included a mort-
gage on Camp Wyandot as collateral 
should we fall behind on our payments.  The 
payments of past due fees were in addition 

to our current charter fees.     

As a board, we made a commitment to pro-
tect our camp and to not pass the problem 
onto someone else.  We were not going to 
put a future board in an impossible situa-
tion.  We were fortunate to have as advi-
sors two great volunteer attorneys, Tom 
Markworth and Marty Sweterlitsch.  They 
did not just take a phone call now and then 
and respond to emails, they met with the 
board and participated in our conference 

calls with national.  They were as committed 

as we were. 

We requested several changes in the terms 
of the note and to national’s credit, they 
revised the note accepting almost all of the 
changes with the exception of the amount 
due.  But by the fall of 2012, it became 
clear that we simply did not have the cash 
to pay our fees, past or current.  Our attor-
neys advised us that we should not sign a 
note we knew we could not pay.  In addi-
tion, the national program of Camp Fire has 
changed greatly over the past 50 years 
and bears little resemblance to the Camp 

Fire that many of us remember.   

(continued on page 2) 

Why We Left Camp Fire 

mer for Camp Wyandot 

that we can adapt for the 

clubs.  We will roll out the 

new club program this fall.   

Anyone interested in helping 

with the development of the 

new program are encour-

aged to contact the office.  

(continued on page 2) 

While our name has 

changed, who we are and 

what we do has not.  We 

still administer youth pro-

gramming through our Camp 

Wyandot overnight summer 

camps, Camp Otonwe day 

camp programs at High-

banks Metro Park, and a 

club program now called 

Wyandot Explorers Club.   

We are in the process of 

creating our new club pro-

gram.  We have a great 

start with a nature and out-

door living skills program 

that was updated this sum-

Clubs and Camps Still Going Strong 



Alumni News Page 2 

Why We Left Camp Fire  
(continued from front page) 

you as it was to me.  
Please understand that the 
board had no choice but to 
make the decision we have 
made.  Had we not done 
this, our current and past 
due charter fees would 
have been $14,800 this 
year and $18,000 in 
2014.  This is money we 

can now keep in Columbus.   

When I was struggling with 
leaving Camp Fire, an or-
ganization that was so im-
portant to me and my fam-
ily, I pictured everyone 
who has brought us through 
the first 100 years, volun-

At a member meeting in 
December 2012, the mem-
bers voted to make one 
last offer under the only 
terms we could afford.  If 
national refused the offer, 
we would relinquish our 
charter.  National refused 
the offer and as of April 
24, 2013, they withdrew 
our charter. As a condition 
of our disaffiliation, we 
paid national a settlement 
amount and all remaining 
debt was forgiven.  The 
payment was raised by 
loans and donations from 
members.  We continue to 
be the sole owners of 

Camp Wyandot. 

I’ll admit our discussions 
with national were conten-
tious at times, but once it 
was mutually agreed that 
we would disaffiliate, na-
tional has been very gen-
erous with the terms of our 
parting.  We have been a 
Camp Fire council since 
1913 and if we must leave, 
we are doing so under the 
best of terms, with mutual 

respect, and goodwill. 

If you are an old Camp 
Fire Girl like me this news 
might be as unsettling to 

   

While the day camp will change its name next summer 

(2014) to Camp Wyandot Day camp at Highbanks for 

marketing purposes and to reduce confusion for the general 

public, the spirit of Camp Otonwe will remain.  

We are constantly in search of new members who are inter-

ested in helping with one of three main programming areas: 

overnight camp, day camp, and club program.  Please con-

tact Lindsey Christ, Executive Director (lindsey@campwyandot.org) 

if you are interested in assisting with any of these programs 

and helping Camp Wyandot, Inc. plan for the next 100 

years.   

Celebrating the 

next 100 years of 

Camp Wyandot 

Join us for the Annual Luncheon 

Cost?  You decide.  There is 
no set price for the lunch-
eon.  If after the program, 
you wish to help us grow and 
prosper in the next 100 
years, any donation amount 
would be welcomed.  It’s up 

to you! 

The Next 100 Years 

Saturday, November 9, 

2013 

11:00 am -1:00 pm 

Villa Milano Party House, 
1630 Schrock Rd  Columbus, 

OH 43229  

Lunch will be from noon to 
1:00 pm with a social hour 
before and after the lunch.  
There will be a silent auction 

and displays of memorabilia. 

Come by yourself or get a 
group of your camp or club 
friends together and reserve 
a table.  You will surely en-

counter someone you know. 

teers and staff, standing togeth-
er in the flats at camp, one large 
group with my mother front and 
center.  And I heard them, our 
elders, say in one voice, “Get 
over it.”  It’s time, accept change 
and move on.  I hope you are 
excited about our future and will 
consider increasing your involve-
ment with us this year.  Our 
camp, our organization, needs a 
very large village of support.  It 
is up to us to lay the foundation 

for the next 100 years. 

Nikki Spretnak 

Board Chair 

Clubs and Camps Still Going Strong 
(continued from front page) 



Page 3 Summer Edition, 2013 

Meet Our New Staff 

I would like to welcome Chanika Svetvilas as the new Program Coordinator/Office Administrator 

working at the Columbus Office and RJ Weider as the new Facilities Manager living and work-

ing at Camp Wyandot in Rockbridge.  While we are sad to see Lisa Graham and Chuck Wood-

rum leave, we are excited to welcome Chanika and RJ.  Chanika is an artist with a background 

working for various non-profits in New York City and here in Columbus.  RJ has a background in 

Forestry and Wildlife and maintenance experience.  

I have been very pleased with both Chanika and RJ as they are team 

players and have jumped in with both feet!  This has been a challenging spring with all the 

changes our organization has experienced but both of them have adapted, been tremendously 

productive, and brought great ideas and insights to our organization. 

While we send Chuck and Lisa off with our best wishes, we know they will continue to be a part 

of our organization.   And take a moment to welcome our new employees RJ and Chanika as you 

see them around camp, at events, or at the office! 

Lindsey Christ, Executive Director 

Come See Us in Action 
We have been a Camp Fire council for 100 years.  Now we begin our next 100 years.   Our organization needs a very 
large web of support.  You are an important part of that.  We invite you to come to our camps while they are in session, 
Camp Wyandot, our overnight camp, and Camp Otonwe, our day camp.  We invite you to attend a special event of our 
clubs. Perhaps you would like to attend a closing council fire at Camp Wyandot on Friday night.  Camp Wyandot is in 
session from June 23 to July 27, 2013.  Our day camp, located at Highbanks Metro Park, Lewis Center, just north of Co-

lumbus, is in session from June 17 to August 16, 2013.   

We invite you to bring someone, maybe a Camp Fire alumni, maybe someone who has never heard of us.  Never under-
estimate the power of bringing someone back to us or introducing us to someone new.  When you reach out, you never 

know how the person might help us or influence someone else. 

To arrange to visit our camps or to attend a club event, please call Chanika Svetvilas, Program Coordinator/Office Ad-

ministrator, at the office (614.481.8227 or chanika@campwyandot.org). 

And remember our special events at Camp Wyandot.  Our alumni weekend is August 16-18, 2013.  This weekend is open 

to all, not just alumni.  This is a great time to bring someone, or a group, to camp for one meal or the entire weekend. 

We hope to see you this summer! 

Camp Wyandot Available to Rent 

Our beautiful camp in the Hocking Hills is available to rent to 

alumni, groups, and for weddings.  Water is available from 

April to October and some cabins have heat and electricity in 

the winter.  We can provide meals for groups in the dining 

hall, as well as other activities such as swimming, canoeing, 

and nature programs.  For more information, please contact 

Chanika Svetvilas at the office (614.481.8227). 



Become a Member 

1890 Northwest Blvd., Suite 130 

Columbus, OH  43212 

Camp Wyando t ,  In c .  

Visit us on the web! 

campwyandot.org 

Fun and Friendships in the Great Outdoors 

FUN & FRIENDSHIPS IN THE GREAT OUTDOORS 

When you are a member of Camp Wyandot, Inc. you 
can vote on board members, members of the nominat-
ing committee and other issues.  Our revised bylaws 
state that the decision to sell Camp Wyandot, the de-
cision to affiliate with another organization or to dis-
affiliate, and the decision to dissolve the organization 
must be voted upon by the members.   We have no 
intention of taking any of these actions.  But by be-
coming a member, you assure yourself that you will be 

notified about major events in our organization.   

Register as a member on our website or by calling the office.  
Membership is open to all adults 18 years or older.  We have 
yearly individual memberships for $25 or family memberships 
for $45 (which is a great deal if your kids are involved in the 

club program). 

With the new bylaws, we have a nominating committee to help 
identify new Board members.  If you would like to serve on the 
committee or if you would like to nominate someone for the 
board, please contact Lindsey and that information will be 
passed onto the nominating committee 

(lindsey@campwyandot.org).    

Don’t want to become a member but you want to stay in-
formed?  We have a monthly newsletter that we sent out elec-
tronically.  If you haven’t already, give us your email and we 
will make sure you stay informed on the latest news from 
Camp Wyandot, Inc.  Also, plan to come to our member meet-
ing (non-members are welcome) September 12, Grandview 
Library, 1685 W 1st Ave  Columbus, OH 43212 from 6:30-8:00 
pm.  We will discuss the success of the camps this summer, the 

new club program, and goals for the organization for 2014. 

Phone: 614-481-8227 

Fax: 614-481-8229 

Email: info@campwyandot.org 

It’s not too late to register for 

camp!  Register online today! 


